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Goodbye
Message from

Deputy Chief Advisor at
JICA Project for AUN/SEED-Net
(March 2017 to March 2022)

"Bittersweet to leave, lasting memories”
First of all, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all AUN/SEED-Net partners in the ASEAN,
Japan and beyond for your tremendous efforts and support for the AUN/SEED-Net Secretariat over the
past 20 years. AUN/SEED-Net has accumulated and built incomparable assets, such as innovative and
highly skilled human resources, since its establishment in 2001.
In Phase IV, as well as the previous three phases, the human resources of AUN/SEED-Net have
contributed to regional and global agendas by conducting various academic activities with universities,
research institutions, industry, and other stakeholders and partners in the ASEAN, Japan, and other
regions. Despite the restrictions and difficulties caused by COVID-19, especially during Phase IV, we
have faced the challenges and turned them into opportunities to introduce several new programs. For
example, the new Special Program for Research against COVID-19 (SPRAC) has produced tangible
outcomes and created a significant impact on society.
Upon my resignation from AUN/SEED-Net secretariat, I would like to express my deep appreciation to
all the AUN/SEED-Net family. It has been a pleasure working with you since I joined in March 2017.
Leaving AUN/SEED-Net and our great working relationships is definitely bittersweet. I hope our paths
will cross again. I am looking forward to seeing you all sometime in the future.

REGIONAL CONFERENCE (RC) 2022
Seize the opportunity to participate in the Regional Conferences 2022
and receive sponsorship

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY:
Faculty members at AUN/SEED-Net Member Institutions (MIs) and AUN/SEED-Net alumni working
elsewhere are being offered the opportunity to submit an extended abstract/full paper to the
conference. The organizing committee of each conference and AUN/SEED-Net will then offer
sponsorships based on the abstract/paper ranking.

SPONSORSHIP INCLUDES:
Conference registration and publication fees.

HOW TO APPLY FOR THE SPONSORSHIP:
Check the important dates of each RC at the link below
and submit the abstract/full paper directly to the
organizer. The sponsorship notification will be informed
to the authors around 1 month prior to the RC dates.

REGIONAL CONFERENCE 2022 SCHEDULE
The schedule for the AUN/SEED-Net Regional Conferences 2022
in four supported engineering fields is presented below.

Environmental Engineering (EnvE)
Organizer: UTM, Malaysia Learn more

Computer and Information Engineering (CIE)
Organizer: UTB, Brunei

Energy Engineering (EneE)
Organizer: UGM, Indonesia

Materials Engineering (MatE)
Organizer: HUST, Vietnam
More detail about each RC will be published soon.
Please stay tuned with us at https://seed-net.org/news
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ALUMNI SUPPORT PROGRAM
FOR EVENT (ASP-E) 2022
Awardees of Alumni Support Program for Event (ASP-E) 2022

In the Japanese Fiscal Year 2022, the following five applicants have been selected as the
Main Coordinators of the Alumni Support Program for Event (ASP-E). Congratulations!
The forthcoming events vary according to the interests of the alumni groups, ranging from
conferences, seminars, and workshops to external linkages such as industrial visits. The main
purpose of the program remains the same, namely, to strengthen the AUN/SEED-Net network and
create activities for the benefit of alumni group members. For 2022, we are encouraging
collaboration between alumni from the Sending University and Host University to set up an alumni
group.
The alumni groups will conduct events and activities from April 1, 2022, to November 30, 2022. We
hope that the group events and activities will prove to be successful, achieve the program’s
objectives, and continue after AUN/SEED-Net phase IV.

NO. MEMBER INSTITUTION

ALUMNI GROUP NAME

MAIN COORDINATOR

1.

Ho Chi Minh City University of
Technology (HCMUT)

HCMUT AUN/SEED-Net Alumni
Association (H3A)

Assoc. Prof.
Phuong Ha Ky Huynh

2.

Hanoi University of Science
and Technology (HUST)

HUST/SEED-Net Alumni Group

Dr. Binh Ngoc Duong

3.

Institute of Technology of
Cambodia (ITC)

AUN/SEED-Net Alumni of
Cambodia (ASAC)

Dr. Saret Bun

4.

National University of Laos
(NUOL)

AUN/SEED-Net Alumni in NUOL for
ICT Sustainability and Collaboration

Dr. Vimontha
Khieovongphachanh

5.

University of Malaya (UM)

AUN/SEED-net UM Alumni Club

Dr. Noraisyah Binti
Mohamed Shah

COLLABORATIVE EDUCATION
PROGRAM (CEP)
Four co-financed consortiums have been successfully established
under AUN/SEED-Net funding
Since April 2021, AUN/SEED-Net has welcomed four more consortiums for implementation in
the Japanese fiscal year 2021, under a set of special conditions, one of which involved a
guaranteed financial contribution for the remainder of the proposed program.
During the eight-month implementation period, all
consortiums achieved the required milestones and
made significant progress. The continued spread of
the COVID-19 pandemic has challenged everyone
concerned,

with

the

strict

travel

ban

having

a

particularly serious impact.
AUN/SEED-Net truly appreciates all the efforts made
to sustain and expand the strong partnership. Many
thanks to the partner universities and companies for
the co-finance and matching the grants offered.
The four co-financed consortiums are as follows:
CONSORTIUM TITLE

ASEAN UNIVERSITY A

Collaborative Education Program for Sustainable Management
of Effluents from the Agro-Industry in Southeast Asia

National University of Laos
(NUOL)

Collaborative Education on Urban Geology in the ASEAN
Region (CUBE-ASEAN)

Universitas Gadjah Mada
(UGM)

Biomass and Solar Renewable Energy System – The Future
Energy for the ASEAN Region

Universiti Teknologi Malaysia
(UTM)

Water and Wastewater Treatment Engineering Research
Consortium (WATER)

Universiti Teknologi Malaysia
(UTM)

COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH WITH
EXTERNAL PARTNERS (CRX)
In 2021, to comply with Japan’s most important foreign policy feature “Free and Open Indo-Pacific
(FOIP)”, AUN/SEED-Net introduced the program entitled “Collaborative Research with External
Partners (CRX)”. From then on, the Secretariat has continued its support for the three collaborative
research projects established under the framework of the CRX program. In 2022, the key purpose
of CRX implementation is to maintain and enhance the partnerships between AUN/SEED-Net
Member Institutions and the Higher Education Institutions in South Asia and Africa established
since 2021.
The three ongoing research projects under the collaboration between Chulalongkorn University
(Thailand), Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology (Kenya), and National Energy
Technology Center (Thailand) are listed in the following table.

COLLABORATIVE PROJECT

ACCOMPLISHMENT

Utilization in Engines for Energy and

The preparation stage has been completed for the study
on croton/oleander-based biodiesel production
A Thailand-Kenya workshop was organized on

Environmental Sustainability

biodiesel value chain research in January 2022, with

A Feasibility Study on Croton/Oleanderbased Biodiesel Production and Its

more than 50 researchers participating

A Sustainable Healthcare System
through Business Continuity
Management

A research article has been published on the
development of a disaster risk profile in the public
healthcare system during floods
Online seminars were organized on BCM during
disasters in September 2021 and February 2022

AI-Based Video Analytics for
Smart Farming

A certificate training course on AI-based video analytics
and Python programing was organized during February–
March 2022 for JKUAT and CU students
Research students received co-supervision
A study on building Convolutional Neural Network
Architectures (CNN) was completed to assess the
movement behavior of cows

All the workshops and research activities conducted under the CRX framework not only received
significant attention from researchers in the participating universities/organizations but also
managed to draw keen interest from JICA Headquarters and the JICA Project at JKUAT. To
maintain this positive momentum, AUN/SEED-Net will continue its support toward the CRX program
until the end of 2022.

SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR RESEARCH
AGAINST COVID-19 (SPRAC)
SPRAC has come to an end, yet its research future continues to grow
In December 2021, 35 academic staff from Member Institutions completed the research projects on
COVID-19 under AUN/SEED-Net’s program entitled “The Special Program for Research against
COVID-19 (SPRAC).” Each researcher provided a collaborative proposal on novel engineering and
interdisciplinary ideas, methods, tools, and technologies to potentially counter the impact of
COVID-19, including prevention and preparation for future outbreaks.
Details of the awardees from 12 Member Institutions in five different countries are shown below.

INDONESIA

Institut Teknologi Sepuluh Nopember (ITS)
Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM)

2
2

LAO PDR

National University of Laos (NUOL)

1

MALAYSIA

Universiti Malaya (UM)
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM)

3
10

Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM)

5

Chulalongkorn University (CU)
King Mongkut's Institute of Technology Ladkrabang (KMITL)

1
1

Kasetsart University (KU)
Thammasat University (TU)

2
2

Ho Chi Minh City University of Technology (HCMUT)
Hanoi University of Science and Technology (HUST)

4
2

THAILAND

VIETNAM

Although the project has come to an end, many of the researchers have expanded their ideas and
developed research proposals to apply for alternative funding. Samples of research topics include
data analysis toward sustainable tourism business, an air disinfection device, ventilators for COVID
patients, face masks, a medical service robot, COVID-19 detection, etc.

UPCOMING EVENTS
For the remainder of our final phase, some interesting activities are
scheduled to be launched before December 2022

The 27th AUN/SEED-Net Steering Committee Meeting
(SCM) and 8th Working Group (WGM)
The final SCM and WGM meeting will be held in conjunction with
additional events, such as the Collaborative Education Program (CEP)
and Alumni Support Program (ASP) farewell and the JICA Project for
AUN/SEED-Net Project closing event. As usual, in 2022, the SCM
Meeting is the platform where Member Institutions gather, inform, and
discuss important matters, including updates on current programs and
past achievements, progress on external linkages, and sharing
information on the future plans of AUN/SEED-Net.

Publication of the 20-Year Anniversary Booklet
The

20-year

anniversary

booklet

proudly

presents

the

projects

implemented over the last two decades. This publication illustrates the
longstanding programs and activities, verifying the fact that our
achievements are derived from the togetherness, relentless effort, and
continuous

support

of

our

Member

Institutions,

partners,

and

stakeholders, enabling AUN/SEED-Net to flourish even in the most
difficult times. The booklet records the historical path taken by
AUN/SEED-Net, from sowing the seeds of collaboration between
ASEAN and Japanese member universities to establishing a variety of
programs and activities and then blossoming into a strong network
with successful alumni. All these achievements will be reflected in this
upcoming special publication.

Publication of the E-Newsletter
The next issue of the E-Newsletter will be published in a brand-new
format once AUN/SEED-Net is fully operational under the ASEAN
University Network, so stay tuned for more interesting content in future
issues of your favorite publication!

Don’t miss the chance to be part of our history. Keep calm
and carry on engaging with our stimulating 2022 events.
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