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Message from Alumni

ON-GOING PROGRAMS
ASEAN ENGINEERING JOURNAL
(AEJ)
The More, the Merrier: The AEJ Increases
the Number of Issues from 2021 Onwards
ASEAN Engineering Journal (AEJ) will launch a new
publication schedule, starting with the fisrt issue of
Volume 11 (2021).
Two issues of the journal have previously been
published each year: the first between January and
June, and the second between July and December. To
accommodate the increasing number of quality paper
submissions, AEJ has decided to double the number of
issues to four per year from 2021 onwards; each
containing 10 articles.

Details of the new publication schedule are as follows:
Issue 1: January–March
Issue 2: April–June
Issue 3: July–September
Issue 4: October–December

Despite

the

publication,

increasing
the

number

editorial

office

of
is

submission
determined

and
to

maintain the quality and international standard of the
journal.

Indexed by Scopus last year, the AEJ has continued to

APART FROM SCOPUS, AEJ IS ALSO
RANKED IN TIER 1 IN THAI-JOURNAL
CITATION INDEX (TCI), AND INDEXED
BY ASEAN CITATION INDEX (ACI).

improve its performance, quality, and impact. Within
only

one

year

of

acceptance

onto

the

Scopus

database, the journal has moved up to Quartile 3 (Q3)
with a CiteScore of 0.6 and percentile of 27.

AEJ is truly grateful for the past support from our partners, authors, reviewers, and editors, which significantly
contributed to our achievements today. As the journal represents the collaboration among researchers in the
region; we strive to increase the visibility and capacity of the ASEAN-focused engineering research, while also
aiming at maximizing the impacts of the journal in the international level.

ON-GOING PROGRAMS

ALUMNI GROUPS AND
THE NEW PROGRAM FOR
ALL ALUMNI

ALUMNI SUPPORT PROGRAM
(ASP)
Since 2001, AUN/SEED-Net has been providing scholarships and
research funds for ASEAN students and academic staff from
Member Institutions. The alumni of AUN/SEED-Net not only
includes graduate scholars but also advisors and those who
received support for collaborative research programs, mobility
programs, training, and conferences.

HCMUT SEED-Net Alumni Meeting

From 2018 to 2020, various new alumni groups have been created,
and AUN/SEED-Net now has five alumni groups at the following
Member Institutions:

AUN SEED-Net Alumni of Cambodia (ASAC)
ITC,

Cambodia

|

JFY

2018,

2019,

HUST SEED-Net Alumni Seminar

2020

HUST/SEED-Net Alumni group
HUST,

Vietnam

|

JFY

2018,

2019,

2020

HCMUT AUN/SEED-Net Alumni Association (H3A)
HCMUT,

Vietnam

|

JFY

2019,

2020

UTM Engineering & Sustainability SEED.Net Alumni
UTM,

Malaysia

|

JFY

2019

FEN-NUOL-ALUMNI
NUOL,

Laos

|

JFY

ITC SEED-Net Alumni Workshop

2020

These groups have occasional activities throughout the year, and
alumni are encouraged to join.
Listen to the voices of alumni; the new programs initiated this year
are designed to welcome alumni from all industries in the ASEAN
and beyond. These two programs have different activity concepts,
as detailed below.
1) Alumni Support Program for Events (ASP-E)
A program for alumni groups with a minimum of five people who
are currently working at AUN/SEED-Net Member Institution(s),
other universities, industry, or other sectors. The aim is for alumni
to design and organize educational and professional networking
activities to strengthen the bonds among each other and promote
the linkage between alumni and society.
2) Alumni Support Program for Research (ASP-R)
A program for groups with a combination of alumni from
AUN/SEED-Net Member Institutions and people from internal
and external networks to collaborate for research purposes,
contributing to socio-economic development while addressing
regional and global issues through science and technology.

UTM SEED-Net Alumni Symposium

For more information, please visit:
Alumni Support Program (ASP) at
our website: www.seed-net.org

ADAPTIVE STRATEGIES
FOR SUPPORTING CEP
SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS
DURING THE COVID-19
PANDEMIC

ON-GOING PROGRAMS
COLLABORATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAM
(CEP)
The COVID-19 pandemic has created unprecedented challenges for
the six CEP consortiums, namely JICA-AUN-SEED/Net: SIIT-HUITC CEP Consortium by SIIT (CEP-SIIT), Collaborative Education
Program for Sustainable Environmental Engineering Network (CEPSEEN), Global Academia-Industry Consortium for Collaborative
Education Program (GAICCE), International Collaborative Education
Program for Materials Technology, Education and Research (ICEMatter), Japan ASEAN Collaborative Education Program (JACEP),
and Consortium of Master in Construction Management (MCM).
However, all CEPs have been adopting responsive measures to
ensure that scholarship students can make as much progress as
possible by the end of the project period.

GAICCE CEP Periodic Meeting on May 25, 2020

Since the progress of CEP scholarship students by the end of the JICA project for AUN/SEED-Net (March
2022) is one of the deliverable outputs for each consortium, this issue of the E-Newsletter reports on the
provision of special assistance by each consortium for students during the pandemic to ensure all students will
graduate as planned.
Due to the COVID-19 situation, all planned activities for this fiscal year have been completely disrupted. The
academic year has been postponed, and all trips, i.e., guest lecturing and industrial site visits, have been
postponed indefinitely. The virtual periodic meeting conducted at the beginning of this year facilitated close
communication, with each consortium updated, and intensive discussions on the current situation.
Solution-oriented practices were initiated to ensure a degree of normalcy in the implementation of activities.

Providing sufficient support to current students and the newly recruited batch of CEP students is the key
strategy adopted by many CEPs, including ICE-Matter, JACEP, and MCM.

For instance, the organizers of ICE-Matter put considerable effort
into achieving close coordination among stakeholders to ensure
safe

arrival

of

the

second

batch

of

ICE-Matter

students

at

Kasetsart University (KU) in September 2020. JACEP allowed a
Cambodian student from the first intake (September 2019) to
delay his trip to Japan to conduct research with the following
intake. The MCM CEP encouraged new students to commit to
socially

distanced

academic

activities,

including

an

online

campus tour and orientation session, while “Study buddies” were
assigned
Second
at

batch

Kasetsart

of

ICE-Matter

University

(KU)

students

to

Vietnamese

students.

The

CEP

students

were

supported during the online courses, with a certain amount of the
monthly allowance provided during the period of online study.

The determination and tireless efforts of all consortiums in seeking constructive solutions to overcome the
challenges of COVID-19, are much appreciated by the JICA project for AUN/SEED-Net.

ON-GOING PROGRAMS
REGIONAL CONFERENCES
(RCS)
Challenges Faced During the COVID-19
Pandemic
Since early 2020, COVID-19 has spread all over the
world, including the ASEAN and Japan, inevitably
impacting on the Regional Conference 2020.
AUN/SEED-Net is working closely with Member
Universities and other partners to rapidly modify the
organizational structure and platform of the RC. The
pandemic has only served to emphasize the importance
of scientific knowledge in offering solutions for
society. As a result, although RCs are still being
organized, they will take place via an online platform.

The rapid change from an onsite conference to a
webinar has presented considerable challenges for the
organizers, and these come in various forms. Among
the concerns shared by AUN/SEED-Net are the lower
number of participants, lower number of paper
submissions, and unstable internet connections in some
countries. With frequent and close communication,
AUN/SEED-Net and university organizers are
confident these challenges can be overcome and will
provide extra assistance to prospective participants.
It is also the first time that AUN/SEED-Net alumni
are eligible to participate. Besides faculty members of
Member Universities, AUN/SEED-Net also provides
sponsorship to its alumni. All former AUN/SEEDNet scholarship students can receive this funding
support and join the RC.

RCEneE 2020

RCEneE 2020

Eight RCs have been implemented in 2020

EneE

27-28

ME/ManuE

14-15

EnvE

16-17

CE

23-24

CIE

25-27

MatE

27-28

ChE

4-5

GeoE & ND

4-6

October

2020

•

organized

by

UI,

Indonesia

https://smartcity.ui.ac.id/icsci/index.php/13thrcenee/

January

2021

•

organized

by

DLSU,

Philippines

https://seed-net.org/programs/rc-participants/#cie

January

2021

•

organized

by

UTM,

Malaysia

https://amtec.utm.my/rcom2020-rcenve2020/

January

2021

•

organized

by

UTM,

Malaysia

https://www.utm.my/sustainable/rccesdgs2020/important-dates/

January

2021

•

organized

by

UTB,

Brunei

http://www.utb.edu.bn/ciis2020/

January

2021

•

organized

by

UGM,

Malaysia

https://seed-net.org/programs/rc-participants/#cie

February

2021

•

organized

by

ITC,

by

UY,

Cambodia

http://www.rcche.itc.edu.kh/

February

2021

•

organized

Myanmar

https://www.uy.edu.mm/events/rcgeoercnd-2020/

ON-GOING PROGRAMS
SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR RESEARCH AGAINST COVID-19
(SPRAC)
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, one of the most crucial global health challenges of the century, in June
2020, the JICA project for AUN/SEED-Net launched the new “Special Program for Research Against COVID-19
(SPRAC).” The program aims to support innovation and research collaboration between Member Institutions
(MIs), Japanese Supporting Universities (JSUs), and other partners with novel engineering and interdisciplinary
ideas, methods, tools, and technologies, to combat the current pandemic, tackle socio-economic issues caused
by the pandemic, and prepare for future similar calamities.
The program has successfully attracted over 60 research proposals from applicants from almost all MIs across
Southeast Asia, 35 of which have been chosen by the selection committee to receive research grants of up to
USD 50,000 per project, with the implementation period lasting until December 2021. Please see the table below
for details of the applications received and awards offered to each MI.

Details of progress made in this new research program will be shared in the next
issue of the e-newsletter.
Chulalongkorn University (CU)

Hanoi University of Science and Technology

1 Submitted Applications

(HUST)

1 Awarded Projects

4 Submitted Applications
2 Awarded Projects

Ho Chi Minh City University of Technology

Institut Teknologi Bandung (ITB)

(HCMUT)

1 Submitted Applications

6 Submitted Applications

0 Awarded Projects

4 Awarded Projects

Institut Teknologi Sepuluh Nopember (ITS)

Kasetsart University (KU)

5 Submitted Applications

2 Submitted Applications

2 Awarded Projects

2 Awarded Projects

King Mongkut's Institute of Technology

National University of Laos (NUOL)

Ladkrabang (KMITL)

1 Submitted Applications

1 Submitted Applications

1 Awarded Projects

1 Awarded Projects

Thammasat University (TU)

Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM)

2 Submitted Applications

5 Submitted Applications

2 Awarded Projects

2 Awarded Projects

Universiti Malaya (UM)

Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM)

5 Submitted Applications

16 Submitted Applications

3 Awarded Projects

10 Awarded Projects

Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM)
12 Submitted Applications
5 Awarded Projects
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Success Is Yours! Alumni Project Selected for
the Science and Technology Research Partnership
for Sustainable Development (SATREPS)
Back in 2016, Prof. Sato Yasuhiko (Waseda University) and Dr.
Tidarut Jirawattanasomkul (Kasetsart University) received the
Collaborative Research with Industry (CRI) award from AUN/SEEDNet to promote sustainable infrastructures in Thailand. The award
represented a merger of the research teams from both Japan and
Thailand with the aim of enhancing the performance and safety of
bridges.

Bridge Inspection by the research team from 2016-2019

The team found that many aging bridges throughout Thailand were
severely damaged and required urgent maintenance. Fortunately,
various Japanese companies, such as Nippon Steel & Sumikin
Materials (NSMAT), Kajima Road, KSK, and Kyowa Dengyo provided
significant assistance with innovative materials and equipment,
including advanced knowledge for inspecting and upgrading bridges.

After conducting a successful study, the research team was encouraged to expand its project to include the ASEAN.
Therefore, they put great effort into obtaining a large research grant through the Science and Technology Research
Partnership for Sustainable Development (SATREPS), a collaboration between JICA and the Japan Science &
Technology Agency (JST).
In this Japanese fiscal year, their project entitled “Development of Integrated Infrastructure Maintenance Technology
Considering Natural Disaster Risk,” led by Prof. Sato Yasuhiko has been selected under the research area of Disaster
Prevention and Mitigation.
Apart from being involved in SATREPS, the research team, led by Prof. Wanchai Yodsudjai (Kasetsart University),
also played an essential role in establishing the ASEAN Infrastructure Maintenance (AIM) Center at Kasetsart
University. The AIM center is the first educational and technological hub in the ASEAN region where experts in
infrastructure maintenance can come together and provide technical support to young engineers/researchers to
promote sustainable infrastructure. Many distinguished experts in the civil engineering field are involved with the
center from various ASEAN countries and Japan, including Prof. Tan Kian Hwee (National University of
Singapore), Assoc. Prof. Phoonsak Pheinsusom (Chulalongkorn University), Assoc. Prof. Withit Pansuk
(Chulalongkorn University), as well as Prof. Sato Yasuhiko (Waseda University).

AUN/SEED-Net alumni are
dedicated to creating “a better
and safer world for the next
generation.” The JICA project
for AUN/SEED-Net is delighted
to support and nourish all alumni
in their proposed achievements
under the motto “Plant the SEED
of Future, Grow ASEAN-Japan
for Sustainability.”

