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New Executive Director
After 4 years of fruitful operation and collaboration, Prof. Dr. Panitan Lukkunaprasit handed over the
position of Executive Director of AUN/SEED-Net to Assoc. Prof. Krisada Visavateeranon on July 4,
2005 at the 9th Steering Committee Meeting in Bangkok.
As the Executive Director since 2001, Prof. Dr. Panitan Lukkunaprasit had involved actively in the
smooth and efficient implementation of AUN/SEED-Net. His initiatives and strong dedication had
contributed greatly to the success of the Network, setting up the human network in engineering
research and education.
After Prof. Panitan’s retirement from the position, his tasks were transferred to Assoc. Prof. Krisada
Visavateeranon, who is now teaching in the Department of Electrical & Electronic Engineering at
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand. Assoc. Prof. Krisada has several graduate students under his
supervision and produces many textbooks and research publications. Graduated from Kyoto
University, he possesses a solid background in engineering education and training in Japan as well
as strong relationship with Japanese institutions. He is Vice President of Technology Promotion
Association (Thai—Japan) and has a good connection with local and foreign private industries. It is
strongly believed that his experiences in educational and industrial sectors would push forward the
Network to achieve the ultimate goal of academic collaboration and solidarity.

Online subscription at
www.seed-net.org
Access to newsletters online
at
http://www.seednet.org/new.aspx
Your stories, comments and
suggestions are welcome at
info@aun-seed.net

Message from Assoc. Prof. Krisada Visavateeranon
It is my great honor to be assigned to the position of Executive Director of AUN/SEED-Net. Initiated during the past ASEAN economic
crisis, the AUN/SEED-Net Project aims to strengthen education and research capabilities of higher education institutions in ASEAN in the
field of engineering and to produce qualified engineers to contribute to industrial development, which, I believe, will finally lead to
sustainable economic development in ASEAN countries.
The project has been successfully set up and actively operating with full support from Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and
the Japanese University Supporting Consortium (JSUC). Today we are in the middle of the project period where all activities are at their
peaks. More than 250 scholarships have been awarded in the Master’s and Doctoral levels, around 60 of which have borne fruitful
outcome of graduation. Over 45 fieldwise seminars have been organized and about 61 collaborative research programs are in
progress.
However, the Project period has been set for 5 years, to be ended in the year 2008. The midterm evaluation, scheduled at the end of
this year, will give us a clearer view of the future of the Project.
As the Executive Director of the AUN/SEED-Net Secretariat, my main concern is not only managing secretariat’s activities, or
coordinating and monitoring the programs at the Member Institutions, but also seeking for cooperation from Member Institutions as well
as organizations concerned towards the sustainability of the Project. I also look forward to any constructive suggestion from our
members, with regard to the extension of this Project.
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Farewell from Prof. Panitan Lukkunaprasit
It is really a great honour and privilege for
me to have served AUN/SEED-Net and all
its members in the capacity as the
Executive Director since the beginning of
the Network for four years and seven
months.
To my delight, the AUN/SEED-Net has
significantly contributed to upgrading of
academic staff in some Member
Institutions. Also, enhancement or even
initiation of international graduate
programs has been affected in some Host
Institutions. The Network aims to upgrade
Host Institutions to be regional hubs in
respective fields with a self-reliance in
human resource development as the
ultimate goal.
Undoubtedly the sustainability of the
Network would be beneficial for the sustainability of international graduate programs in
several Host Institutions.
Considerable
efforts have been made by the Secretariat,
the JICA executives, the Steering Committee
members, the Member Institutions, and the
high ranking government officials in charge
of higher education in some countries.
Some ground work has been laid but the
task is still far from completion. Nevertheless the past year has seen the beginning of
cost-sharing contributed by some Host

Institutions, and we really appreciate all the The present state of the Network is attained
through concerted efforts of all the
contributions from them.
stakeholders involved. On behalf of
Now, how should we change AUN/SEED-Net
AUN/SEED-Net Secretariat, I would like to
for the future? Undoubtedly, we need the
express once again my sincere gratitude for
Network to be self reliant. By this, all
the financial support of JICA, the technical
Member Institutions need to work hard to
support of JSUC, the partial funding of
strengthen and upgrade the level of
ASEAN Foundation, the support of ASEAN
engineering education to the international
Secretariat and AUN, as well as concerning
level. To be self-reliant or to upgrade to the
authorities of the government of Japan and
international level, we rely heavily on the
ASEAN countries.
contribution and support of the Japanese
Supporting Universities (JSUs) and we are I hope that you will lend full support to the
really grateful for the continued efforts and new Executive Director; and with that I
contributions from them.
thank you very much for your cooperation
We want AUN/SEED-Net to be a friendly and support.
network. With sincerity and friendliness
comes the power of human networking. In
the present era of information technology,
we should also start to think about IT-based
network, making full use of IT for
communication for the benefits of the
Member Institutions and graduate students.
Additionally, we have been talking about
industrial linkage but we have not yet
started anything on this. I hope the new
Executive Director, who has had good
contact with the industry, will have some
initiatives on this matter in the future.
Prof. Panitan (left) received the plaque of
appreciation from Prof. Tsutsumi.

PhD Program in Japan
The Doctoral Degree Program in Japan is
the most competitive among all graduate
programs of AUN/SEED-Net, which grants
only nine scholarships each year to very
outstanding AUN/SEED-Net Master’s
graduates and young teaching staff of
Member Institutions. One scholarship per
field is awarded to successful candidates to
study in PhD level for 3 years in any of
Japanese Supporting Universities, namely:
Hokkaido University, Keio University, Kyoto
University, Kyushu University, National
Graduate Institute for Policy Science,
Name

SI

Field

Mr. Ali Awaludin

UGM

CE

Mr. Chau Dinh Van

HUT

ChE

Mr. Po Kimtho

ITC

EEE

UGM

EnvE

Mr. Wawan Budianta

Ms. Nguyen Kim Phuong HCMUT

GeoE

Mr. Adha Imam Cahyadi

UGM

ICT

Mr. Muslim Mahardika

UGM

ManuE

Mr. Rinlee Butch Cervera

UP

MatE

Mr. Tran Khanh Duong

HUT

ME/AE

Shibaura Institute of Technology, Tokai
University, Tokyo Institute of Technology,
Toyohashi University of Technology,
University of Tokyo, and Waseda University.
Since 2002 this program has awarded 25
scholarships to ASEAN scholars: 3 in 2002,
4 in 2003, 9 in 2004, and 9 in 2005.
Surprisingly, all successful scholars of 2005
are AUN/SEED-Net Master’s graduates!
This is a good sign of high quality
academics we have produced during the
past years, and that the scholarship of the
Doctoral Degree Program in Japan is within
reach for AUN/SEED-Net
JSU
students.
Hokkaido

be in one of the best
academic network in
ASEAN and Japan. Mr.
Tran Khanh Duong,
successful candidate in
Mechanical/Aeronautical
Engineering from Hanoi
University of Technology to
Toyohashi University of
Technology, added that Tran Khanh Duong
AUN/SEED-Net always
supports students in their study and
provides them with the best conditions
among other scholarship programs.

Tips to Success

For those who wish to follow the tracks of
these successful students, let’s consider
Mr. Wawan Budianta,
TIT
their suggestions here:
successful candidate in
TIT
Environmental Engineering Plan Ahead: Many students plan ahead for
Kyushu from Gadjah Mada University to Ph.D. study since the early days of Master’s
Tokyo Institute of Technology, study. They seek advice from surrounding
Tokai
chose the AUN/SEED-Net Ph.D. people including thesis advisors at Host
Keio
Program in Japan because he Institutions, lecturers at Sending
knew that this program gives Institutions, Japanese co-investigators, and
Tokyo
priority to former AUN/SEED(Continued on page 3)
Toyohashi Net students and allows him to
TIT

Why AUN/SEED-Net?
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PhD Program in Japan
(Continued from page 2)

senior students, and find
a prospective advisor in
advance.
Mr. Rinlee
Butch Cervara, successful
candidate in Materials
Engineering
from
University
of
the
Philippines - Diliman to
University of Tokyo, or
example, contacted and
Rinlee Butch
asked a Japanese
Cervara
professor to be his
prospective advisor before applying for the
program.
Study Hard: All students should study hard
in both coursework and thesis research if
they would like to succeed. According to
Ms. Nguyen Kim Phoung, successful
candidate in Geological Engineering from
Ho Chi Minh University of Technology to
Kyushu University, the main factors of her
success were good result in Master course
and high appreciation from lecturers, which
could be obtained by hard working and
studying.

Student’s Life in Japan
For those going to study in Japan, Mr.
Rachmat Sriwijaya’s story would be worth
reading. Mr. Sriwijaya is our PhD scholar
from Gadjah Mada University to Tokyo
Institute of Technology (TIT) since October
2004.
“I met Prof. Kunio Takahashi from Tokyo
Institute of Technology, who later becomes
my supervisor, and AUN/SEED-Net officers
Rachmat Sriwijaya and his international friends
from Thailand office during a fieldwise
in TIT lab.
seminar, and found out information about
the AUN/SEED-Net Scholarship Program for
Doctoral Degree in Japan. I decided to apply well organized. And the curriculum is unique
and well planned. In addition, Tokyo Tech
for this program to Tokyo Tech.
has several facilities.
Since students from different countries
were thrown together in a strange country The early days of my study were very
where we did not speak and could not difficult. I was not only studying something
understand the language, we needed a new in research, but also had new
good strategy to mitigate the problems we education culture. Fortunately, in the first
faced in our daily lives. The solution is year, my supervisor gave me a tutor to help
friends. During your stay in Japan it is the my study and daily life in Tokyo Tech.
best to take the full opportunity to meet
The academic environment in my lab is
people and make friends. The friendship
excellent. The facilities for research are very
between students of my dormitory is so
supporting to my research. Every student in
strong even though we come from very
the lab has their own personal computer. I
different cultural, traditional and religious
can access many articles from many online
backgrounds. We have Japanese friends
journals and I can use equipments for doing
who help us with everything that matters
my research any time. The lab consists of
under Japanese sun. I have got many
bachelor, master and doctoral students
friends in Japan, Japanese and nonfrom China, Spain, Brazil, Laos, Korea,
Japanese, and their friendship is the most
Indonesia and Japan. They are very friendly
valuable thing I am taking back home.
and very cooperative. We usually discuss

For most international students, coming to
Japan is an opportunity to learn more about
not only Japanese latest technology but also
Japanese culture, history, economy,
government and politics. JICA organizes a
very interesting and very useful program
which is JICA Scholarship Seminar. In this
Nguyen Kim Phoung and her lecturers at
program I met many friends from many
Gadjah Mada University
different countries, and learned many
Make Relationship: Relationship makes life topics such as Japan’s Official Development
easier.
This also goes well with Assistance (ODA) policy, cross-cultural
continuation of study in higher degree level. understanding, etc.
Mr. Adha Imam Cahyadi, successful I was overjoyed to join Tokyo Tech because
candidate in Information & Communication this university is a leading research
Technology (ICT) from Gadjah Mada university in science and technology.
University to Tokai University, advised future Education and research of Tokyo Tech is
applicants to try to make good relationship
with thesis advisors as well as Japanese
co-advisors, especially during fieldwise
seminars.
Publish Works: Future applicants should
have at least one paper published in international journals or conferences, as this is
one of the requirements of the PhD
Program in Japan. In view of publications,
Mr. Budianta believed that his thesis
publication in an international conference in
Singapore was a key point to his success in
application for this program.

Kholid Ridwan and Rachmat Sriwijaya, PhD in
Japan scholars from Indonesia at Tokyo
Institute of Technology in 2004

about problems in our researches, and try
to give solutions for them. In weekly
meeting, all of the lab members will present
their research progress. The students can
ask about their research problems to the
advisor, who will help find a way to solve
those problems. I was truly able to derive
the benefits from these discussions
because we were able to exchange
thoughts and ideas on topic discussed.
In my opinion, the AUN/SEED-Net
scholarship program is very useful to
contribute to develop the latest technology
in my country and to strengthen human
networking of teaching and research staff
between my institution and Tokyo Institute
of Technology and understanding between
people in my country and Japanese.”
AUN/SEED-Net has already announced the
PhD Program in Japan for Japanese Fiscal
Year 2006 for enrolment during September
2006—March 2007. Interested applicants
can download the Implementation
Guidelines and Application Form from
www.seed-net.org/application_form.html.
All applications must be submitted in
printed form through the Contact Person of
your Sending Institution within October 31,
2005.

Workshop on Disaster Mitigation &
Management in ASEAN Countries

Events
June 7, 2005: The 3rd Joint Coordinating
Committee Meeting was held at the
Commission on Higher Education of
Thailand, to report and discuss on the
AUN/SEED-Net activities in Thailand
with the parties involved namely the
Commission of Higher Education, TICA,
JICA, Chulalongkorn University, King
Mongkut’s Institute of Technology
Ladkrabang, and Burapha University.

AUN/SEED-Net arranged the Workshop on Disaster
Mitigation and Management in ASEAN Countries on
August 3-4, 2005, at Pearl Village Hotel, Phuket, Thailand.
The Workshop was joined by 29 experts in ASEAN
countries and Japan to share information and experiences
on natural disasters especially Tsunami and earthquake
and to discuss their roles in terms of research and human
resource development.
The participants spent two days on discussions and field
visits to Tsunami-affected areas in Phuket and Phang Nga
provinces. The representatives from Thailand, Indonesia,
the Philippines and Japan also presented country reports
on main natural disasters significantly affected their
countries.

June 9-10, 2005: Gadjah Mada
University of Indonesia arranged the
Field-wise Seminar in Geological
Engineering along with Promotional Trip
at Institute of Technology of Cambodia,
Phnom Penh.

At the end of the event, the participants agreed to
collaborate on educating more experts in disaster
mitigation and management field. Some of the projects
proposed are the plan of School on the Move to provide
research students with a chance to explore and examine
the actual sites of disasters, the launch of distance
learning course on disaster engineering and management
by Tokyo Institute of Technology (TIT) via satellite link, the
collaborative research activities between Member
Institutions and Japanese professors such as the study of
geohazards, Tsunami modeling and prediction, and the
development of human resource in Tsunami warning
system.

July 4, 2005: AUN/SEED-Net 9th
Steering Committee and Year 2005
Annual Meeting was arranged at
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand.
Fifty-one representatives from Member
Institutions and related agencies talked
over the issues of sustainability of AUN/
SEED-Net, the possibility of dual degree
program, and the setup of working panel
on scholarship period evaluation.

Organized as a contribution in response to the Tsunami
disaster on December 26 last year, this Workshop was the
first step for Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
to comprehensively contribute in human resource
development in engineering fields to Tsunami-affected
countries.

July 14, 2005: AUN/SEED-Net Master’s
graduates from Chulalongkorn
University, Thailand, attended the
Graduation Ceremony held in Bangkok.

July 28-29, 2005: Fieldwise Seminar in
Information & Communication
Technology took place in Ho Chi Minh
City, Vietnam, by the arrangement of
Ho Chi Minh University of Technology
and King Mongkut’s Institute of
Technology Ladkrabang

Top left: Participants
took a photo at the
opening ceremony.
Top right: Mr. Wicharn
Bussapawanich,
Deputy Governor of
Phuket, delivered
a welcome speech.
Left: Field trips to
Tsunami-affected
areas in Phuket and
Phang Nga.

New Appointment
Mr. ISHIHARA Shinichi (left), our
Program Coordinator, has completed
his service term with AUN/SEED-Net
and returned to JICA Headquarters on
September 10, 2005. His tasks at
AUN/SEED-Net has been transferred to
his successor, Mr. UMEMIYA Naoki
(right).

